@ HUSZIPO HRVATSKA UDRUGA STRUENJAKA ZASTITE PRIRODE | OKOLISA
!

ZBORNIK SAZETAKA
BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

Session on the implementation of the UNECE Espoo
Convention, its Protocol on SEA and the Bucharest
Agreement in the South-Eastern Europe — Good practices
and challenges in transboundary EIA and SEA

TRECA REGIONALNA THIRD REGIONAL
KONFERENCUA CONFERENCE
O PROCIJENI UTJECAJA ON ENVIRONMENTAL
NA OKOLIS IMPACT ASSESSMENT
VODICE, HRVATSKA VODICE, CROATIA

13. - 16. rujna 2017. September 13t - 16", 2017



TRECA REGIONALNA KONFERENCIJA O
PROCJENI UTJECAJA NA OKOLIS
THIRD REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

ZBORNIK SAZETAKA RADOVA
BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

Session on the implementation of the
UNECE Espoo Convention, its Protocol on
SEA and the Bucharest Agreement in the

South-Eastern Europe — Good practices and
challenges in transboundary EIA and SEA

VODICE
HRVATSKA / CROATIA

13. - 16. rujna 2017. / September 13" - 16, 2017

Zagreb, studeni 2017. / Zagreb, November 2017



Hrvatska udruga struénjaka zastite prirode i okolisa, Zagreb, Hrvatska /

Croatian Association of Experts in Nature and Environmental Protection, Zagreb,
Croatia

Kontakt / Contacts

Adresa / Address: Berislavi¢eva 6, 10 000 Zagreb, Hrvatska / Croatia

Telefonski br. / Telephone No.: +385 (0) 1 6114 867

Adresa elektronske poste / E-mail address: huszpo@huszpo.hr

Marta Brkic¢
Martin Smutny

Jelena Fressl
Anja Gselman Stanic¢

Hrvatska udruga strucnjaka zastite prirode i okolisa, Zagreb, Hrvatska /
Croatian Association of Experts in Nature and Environmental Protection, Zagreb,
Croatia

Online

Autori su odgovorni za sadrzaj svojih tekstova, kao i za lekturu te prijevod.
© 2017 autori saZzetaka

Authors are responsible for the content of their texts, as well as for

proofreading and translating them.
© 2017 abstract authors

Zagreb, studeni 2017. / Zagreb, November 2017



Marta Brkic¢

Tomislav Curko
Maja Jerman Vranié¢
Zeljko Koren
Ivan Martini¢
Nenad Mikuli¢
llija Smitran
Domagoj Vranjes

Nenad Mikuli¢

Aleksandra Ani¢ Vucinié
Vasilije Buskovic¢
Nevenko Herceg
Stjepan Husnjak

Mihone Kerolli Mustafa
Tarik Kupusovié

Ivan Martinic¢
Andjelka Mihajlov
Alan Stimac
Ranko Zugaj

Najla Bakovié¢

Jelena Fressl

Ivan Juratek
Tajana Uzelac Obradovié¢

Tea Aulavuo
Mate Bandur
Brankica Cmiljanovic¢
Jifi Dusik
Ivana Gudelj
Matjaz Harmel
Mihone Kerolli Mustafa
Vesna Kolar Planinsic¢
Vjera Krstelj
Anamarija Matak
Andjelka Mihajlov
Marla Orenstein
Martin Smutny
Aleksandar Vesic¢

Jelena Fressl
Tajana Uzelac Obradovi¢



Zahvaljujemo pokroviteljima, partneru i partnerskim organizacijama,
sponzorima, ¢lanovima Stru¢no-organizacijskog, Znanstvenog i Savjetodavnog
odbora, autorima, uvodnicarima, panelistima okruglih stolova, moderatorima,
sudionicima te svima ostalima na njihovom doprinosu realizaciji konferencije!

We would like to express our gratitude to our patrons, partner and partner
organizations, sponsors, members of Expert-Organizing, Scientific and Advisory
committees, authors, keynote speakers, panelists of round tables, moderators,
participants and everyone else for their contribution to the conference!

Marta Brki¢
predsjednica/president

7



Session on the implementation of the UNECE Espoo Convention, its Protocol on SEA
and the Bucharest Agreement in the South-Eastern Europe — Good practices and
challenges in transboundary EIA and SEA

Tea Aulavuo
Introduction to the UNECE Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA...........cccoovveiiiniceninnenns 6

Mihaela Micelaru

Multilateral Agreement among the countries of South-East Europe for implementation of the
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Bucharest
AAGFEEIMENT) ...ttt ettt sttt et b et b bbb e s bt s e e bt e b e e b e b e Rt b e s e b e eE oAb e b e ne e bt b et e b ettt bt 8

Martin Smutny
Lessons learned from the development of SEA and EIA systems in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus

AN CONITAI ASIA......eetiiiieiee ettt bbbttt ettt 10
Sabina Cenameri
Strategic Environmental Assessment in transboundary context — Albania.............cccoooveeernncinnnnns 12

Brankica Cmiljanovié
Good practice and lessons learned by Montenegro from the application of the Espoo Convention
AN itS ProtOCOI ON SEA.......oiiiiiiieiee ettt bbbttt s ane 14

Vesna Kolar Planingi¢
Good practice example of transhoundary environmental impact assessment for the extension of
Karavanke tunel project between Slovenia and AUSEIA............ceeirrriiinee e 16

Daniela Rendevska', Mileva Tagasovska

Macedonian’s experience on the application of the Espoo Convention - Subject: Construction of
section 3 of rail corridor VIII: Kriva Palanka, Republic of Macedonia - border with the Republic of
BUIGAITA. ...tttk 18

Mihaela Micelaru

Romania’s experience in the application of the Espoo Convention to nuclear energy-related
activities: The planned construction of nuclear reactors 3 and 4 at the Cernavoda Nuclear Power
PIaNt iN ROMANIA ... .cueitiiieieieiicie ettt ettt st e st e se s e se e et s 21



Session on the implementation of the UNECE Espoo
Convention, its Protocol on SEA and the Bucharest
Agreement in the South-Eastern Europe — Good practices
and challenges in transboundary EIA and SEA



Introduction to the UNECE Espoo Convention and its
Protocol on SEA

Tea Aulavuo

Secretary to the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA, UNECE, Geneva,
Switzerland (tea.aulavuo@unece.org)

Abstract

The presentation introduces the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) and its Protocol
on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) administered by the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). !

The Convention was adopted in Espoo (Finland) back in 1991, and has to date
45 Parties in the UNECE region, including the European Union. It applies to
planned activities with likely significant adverse environmental impacts across
national borders, addressing also long-range transboundary impacts. The
Convention requires Parties to notify and consult other Parties on such planned
activities and to prepare and share assessment of environmental impacts. It
allows both the authorities and the public of the affected Party to comment -
and to have their comments taken into account in the final decision of the
activity. Ultimately, however, a Party of origin retains its sovereignty (decision-
making power) regarding the activity. In addition to the general improvements
to the environment, planning processes and governance that can also be
attributed to domestic environmental assessments, the Convention provides a
legal and procedural framework for discussing planned activities with
neighboring and nearby countries. The networks of nominated focal points
considerably facilitate the exchanges among Governments?. The Convention
continues to play an important role in enhancing regional and international
cooperation in environmental assessment, helping minimize misunderstandings
and avoid tensions among countries.

The Protocol on SEA was adopted in 2003 (in Kyiv) and is in force since 2010
with currently 32 Parties in UNECE region, including the European Union. The

! For more information see the Convention and the Protocol website:
http://www.unece.org/env/eia/welcome.html or contact the secretariat:
eia.conv@unece.org

2 The lists of nominated national focal points for administrative matters and contact
points of notification are available on-line at:
http://www.unece.org/env/eia/points_of_contact.html and
http://www.unece.org/env/eia/focalpoints.html



Protocol is open to all the United Nations Member States (the Convention is
also in the process of being opened to global accession). It applies to
government plans and programmes at national or sub-national levels, or with
likely transboundary impacts, as well as, as appropriate, to policies and
legislation. It is similar to the EU’s SEA Directive but with stronger emphasis
on health and public participation, including notably mandatory consultations
with both environment and health authorities. Parties to the Protocol have
acknowledged that SEA can contribute to the achievement of targets under
almost all the Sustainable Development Goals and that it is a useful tool for
green growth and for addressing climate change.

Many practical difficulties in implementing transboundary EIA and SEA
procedures that relate e.g. to the diversity of legal and practical approaches to
the assessment in the Parties or to translation or cost-sharing issues, can be
overcome through better awareness and cooperation between Parties.
Negotiation of bilateral agreements (or multilateral agreements - such as the
Bucharest Agreement among the South-Eastern European countries for the
implementation of the Convention, that is in force since 2011) — has proved to
be particularly useful in this respect. Guidance and technical assistance for
improving the practical application is also available under the Convention and
the Protocol

Keywords: UNECE, Espoo Convention, Protocol on SEA, Bucharest
Agreement.



Multilateral Agreement among the countries of South-East
Europe for implementation of the Convention on
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context (Bucharest Agreement)

Mihaela Micelaru
Ministry of Environment, Romania (mihaela.macelaru@mmediu.ro)
Abstract

The Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context, adopted in Espoo (Finland) on 25 February 1991 under the auspices
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (hereinafter referred
to as the Convention), was ratified by Romania in 2001 by Law No 22. The
provisions of this Convention are mandatory on each State Party. In order to
facilitate the application of these provisions, Article 8 of the Convention
provides the possibility for the Parties to conclude bilateral or multilateral
agreements, which contribute to the development of the institutional capacity of
the States Parties in the implementation of the Convention requirements.

At each meeting of the Parties, workplans are adopted which contain activities
aimed to support the implementation of the Convention in accordance with the
necessities expressed by the States Parties. Thus, in the Workplan adopted at
the Third session of the Meeting of the Parties (Croatia, June 1-4, 2004), the
participating delegations included an activity named "Sub regional Cooperation
for strengthen contact between the Parties" aiming at improving and developing
the implementation of the Convention within sub regions.

Countries of South-Eastern Europe signed a Multilateral Agreement among
them for the Implementation of the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary context during the Fourth session of the
Meeting of the Parties to the Convention held in Bucharest, from May 19 th to
21 st, 2008 (so called “Bucharest Agreement” or “Small Espoo”). Seven
countries are signatories to the agreement: Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia;
and four of them are Parties to it: Bulgaria, Montenegro, Romania and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Albania has also joined the
agreement in 2015.

The agreement was negotiated under Article 8 of the Convention, according to
which the Parties, in order to comply with their obligations under the



Convention, have the right to conclude bilateral, multilateral or other
agreements.

The agreement details the provisions of the Convention, following its
implementation in the Southeast European region and provides for the
following:

- establishes an obligation to designate the point of contact for each
of the States Parties to the transboundary procedure;

- specifies the deadline for responding to the notification;

- proposes the adoption of criteria for identifying the significant
transboundary impact on the environment;

- foresees the obligation to translate parts of the environmental impact
assessment documentation into the official language of the Affected
Party, at its request;

- foresees the development of further implementation guidelines based
on the development of the following aspects: screening, notification,
confirmation of participation, transmission of information,
elaboration of environmental impact assessment and distribution of
documentation, public participation, consultation between the
Parties, final decision and transmission to Affected Party, post-
project analysis and translation;

- informing the Affected Party of the national legal framework of the
Party of origin on access to justice.

The agreement facilitates the application of the Convention among the
countries of South-Eastern Europe regarding the projects with potential
transboundary environmental impact, addressing the implementation problems
identified in practice. In this way, the application of particular aspects of each
national legislation of the interested states is avoided and, consequently, also
the delays in the decision-making process regarding such projects.

Romania through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the depositary of this
multilateral treaty and fulfills its obligations under this international law and
national practice.

Keywords: Espoo Convention, Bucharest Agreement, multilateral agreement,
South-Eastern Europe



Lessons learned from the development of SEA and EIA
systems in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia

Martin Smutny

UNECE Secretariat to the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA, Geneva,
Switzerland (martin.smutny@unece.org)

Abstract

The presentation focuses on outcomes of capacity building and technical
assistance that the UNECE secretariat to the Espoo Convention and its Protocol
on SEA has facilitated in 2013 — 2017 in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, and Ukraine to promote the use of SEA and
EIA as essential planning tools for an environmentally sustainable economic
development. The activities have been financed through the European Union’s
Greening Economies in the Eastern Neighbourhood (EaP GREEN)
programme.®

The activities have covered three priority areas:

(i)  Development of the national regulatory and legislative framework
for SEA and EIA, including revisions of existing legislation, drafting
new laws, and organizing events to promote updated legislative
frameworks;

(if)  Capacity building on SEA/EIA procedures, including several SEA
pilots; “training of trainers” workshops on SEA/EIA both at the
national and sub-regional levels; and development of information
materials;

(iii)  Strengthening of administrative capacities of the countries for SEA
and EIA through awareness raising events and materials.

The presentation also covers UNECE’s assistance on EIA and SEA in Central
Asia funded by the European Union and Switzerland, including legislative
advice to Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan and the update and further development
of guidance for the application of transboundary EIA in the Central Asian
countries.

The assistance has resulted in enhanced capacities of the countries’ relevant
governmental agencies to coordinate SEA procedures and to perform the
quality control of the SEA documentation, and in improved understanding of

3 Detailed information on the EaP GREEN can be found at https://www.unece.org/environmental-
policy/greening-the-economy-in-the-pan-european-region/eap-green.htmil



the role of SEA and its benefits among planning agencies and practitioners.
Examples of the main achievements include: the adoption of new legal
frameworks for SEA and EIA in Georgia and in the Republic of Moldova, and
for EIA in Ukraine, and the initiation of SEA practice by almost all the
countries.

The experience from the EaP GREEN funded assistance demonstrates that
international legal instruments such as the Espoo Convention and its Protocol
on SEA, and the EU SEA and EIA Directives provide legal obligations and
useful benchmarks for preparing the national legislative framework on SEA
and EIA. Ratification of the Espoo Convention and the Protocol on SEA play a
significant role in the development SEA and EIA (not only transboundary)
systems at the national level. Similarly, requirements related to a potential
future EU accession also speed up legislative development.

It is obvious, however, that drafting compliant legislation alone is not sufficient
for the establishment of good SEA and EIA practice. Therefore, it is also
essential for a country to enhance the capacities of the competent authorities for
SEAV/EIA to coordinate the procedures and to carry out quality control, and to
establish sufficient capacities of SEA/EIA practitioners to conduct SEA and
EIA processes including relevant analyses. The outcomes of UNECE’s
assistance demonstrated that pilot application of SEA and EIA was the most
efficient way to build capacity as it provided a hands-on opportunity for
stakeholders to follow a full SEA/EIA procedure. Optimally, legislative
development and capacity building activities should be implemented
simultaneously, so that both processes can mutually reinforce each other.

Keywords: UNECE, Espoo Convention, Protocol on SEA, EaP GREEN,
capacity building



Strategic Environmental Assessment in transboundary
context — Albania

Sabina Cenameri

Ministry of Environment, Albania (Sabina.cenameri@moe.gov.al)

Abstract

Strategic environmental assessment is a systematic process that assesses the
environmental implications of a proposed plan or program for implementation
in order to ensure that these environmental consequences are fully addressed
from the early stages of decision-making in support of economic and social
considerations. When the Ministry receives a notification under Article 8 of its
Law 91/2013 "On Strategic Environmental Assessment” and judges that a
proposed plan or program may have significant consequences in the
environment of another country then it applies the requirements of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo
Convention)" and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment (Kiev
Protocol both of which the Republic of Albania is a party to.

An example of the application of strategic environmental assessment in a
transboundary context was with respect to Albanian Gas Master Plan. This
master plan included gas demand and supply scenarios; gas pricing policy,
tariffs and regulations; promotion of the utilization of natural gas in Albania;
development of local knowledge and skills within national gas institutions and
agencies; development of a project identification plan comprising of the
priority gas investment projects and including a prefeasibility level analysis of
potential infrastructure projects. The SEA procedures started in November
2015. The Albanian SEA Law provides for the foreseen procedures for Gas
Master Plan and the public consultation. Defining the scope of the study and
provision of reasonable alternatives, identification, description and assessment
of negative effects on the environment.

Albania followed the provisions and the procedure of the Espoo Convention
and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment as well as, of (Chapter
V) no0.91/2013 of the Albanian Strategic Environmental Assessment Law.
According to the Gas Master Plan, the cross-border countries to be notified
were respectively: Kosovo, because the Plan foresees the possibility of
building a Kosovo-Albania pipeline; FYROM (Macedonia), because the Plan
foresees the possibility of building a pipeline between Albania and Macedonia;
Montenegro, because a possible gas corridor, within the Plan, passes near



Skodra Lake, which is a common protected area between Albania and
Montenegro.

According to the decision of the Council of Ministers No. 620 of 07.07.2015
“On rules, responsibilities and detailed procedures for SEA in transboundary
context”, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Albania follows the
practice of the affected Party, through the subsidiary bodies. If the affected
Party expresses that there is no interest in participating in the SEA procedure in
the cross-border context or does not express itself within the deadline set forth
in the ministry’s notice and in the notification format, which shall not be more
than two months, the SEA procedure is carried out without the involvement of
the affected Party, in accordance with the requirements of law no. 91/2013,
dated 28.2.2013, "On evaluation environmental legislation ", and the legislation
in force for SEA.

Keywords: Strategic Environmental Assessment, Espoo Convention



Good practice and lessons learned by Montenegro from the
application of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol on SEA

Brankica Cmiljanovi¢

Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism,  Montenegro,
(brankica.cmiljanovic@mrt.gov.me)

Abstract

The following multilateral agreements have been ratified by Montenegro and
become a part of its domestic legal system in 2009: UNECE (Espoo)
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context;
the Multilateral Agreement Among The Countries Of South-Eastern Europe for
Implementation of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context (Bucharest Agreement) and the UNECE Protocol on
Strategic Environmental Assessment to the Espoo Convention. Domestic laws
Law on strategic environmental assessment and Law on environmental impact
assessment are in compliance with mentioned international agreements. Since
2009, Montenegro has been implementing transboundary assessment
procedures in accordance with international agreements and its domestic laws.

The presentation focuses on practice and experience during the years of
implementation (challenges, weaknesses and advantages). The transboundary
consultations represent a great mechanism for promoting international
cooperation and environmental protection beyond borders. Despite the long
time period of implementation, challenges with transboundary procedures still
exist, involving the understanding of the procedure and communication
between the different competent authorities; , communication through
diplomatic channels (that usually slows down the procedure), the combination
of public—transboundary/domestic  elements, timetable of the plan,
programme/project—duration of transboundary procedure (additional time
requested), duration of the public consultation, translation, decision/final
decision, differences in interpretation of international treaties.

After the completion of the EU funded Regional Environmental Network for
Accession (RENA) and Environment and Climate Regional Accession Network
(ECRAN) there has not been capacity building on regional level?, also there
was no action related to Bucharest Agreement, including by the concerned

4 Note by the UNECE secretariat: Capacity building under the Espoo Convention has
targeted Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. No funding has been available
for South-East Europe.



countries themselves, there is no focal point network on the regional level®.
Contact of point—different from country to country may be seen as weaknesses
in the application of transboundary procedure.

Advantages of transboundary procedure include the following: improved
quality of documents- plan, programme or project, public involvement, inputs
into decision-making, decision making in regional context, cooperation with the
secretariat;, RENA —-ECRAN network—capacities on regional level. The
application of the Espoo Convention and its Protocol promote and foster
regional cooperation in environmental matters, the transboundary consultations
require more time and more explanations.

Keywords: Espoo Convention; SEA protocol, Multilateral Agreement,
transboundary, cooperation.

5 Note by the UNECE secretariat: The lists of officially nominated national focal points
for administrative matters and contact points of notification under the Espoo Convention
are available on-line at: http://www.unece.org/env/eia/points_of contact.html and
http://www.unece.org/env/eia/focalpoints.html



Good practice example of transboundary environmental
Impact assessment for the extension of Karavanke tunel
project between Slovenia and Austria

Vesna Kolar Planin$i¢

Espoo Focal point, Dunajska 48, Ministry of Environment and Spatial
Planning, Republic of Slovenia, 1000 Ljubljana, vesna.kolar.planinsic@gov.si

Abstract

A transboundary impact assessment was carried out for a national spatial plan
and a project for the extension of a long distance motorway A 2, in existence
since 1991. The extension was needed because of the traffic development and
safety problems in the tunnel of Karavanke between Austria and Slovenia.

The extension of a long distance motorway represents an activity under
Appendix I of the Espoo Convention (item 7 “Construction of motorways and
express roads”.) The strategic environmental assessment and the environmental
assessment were carried out and in each of their phases the transboundary
cooperation was active between the Austrian and Slovenian authorities. The
cooperation via the focal points for administrative matters under the Espoo
Convention was established at the beginning of the processes.

Slovenia sent a notification and Austria promptly confirmed its participation
and cooperation within the transboundary procedure. Consultations were
organised between the ministries and organisations on both sides of the border
within a two month period, as well as public consultation on both sides of the
borders within one month. Comments and observations were to Slovenia for it
to take them into account in its final decision in line with article 6 of Espoo
Convention.

The possible impacts on underground water were addressed in detail and
interdisciplinary teams were organised in both countries, which consisted of
experts for planning, assessments, water, geology, hydrology and monitoring.
The geological structure of Karavanke Alps presented an important challenge
and all the knowledgeable scientists were involved in the cooperation to
properly address the related impact, mitigation measures and monitoring. At the
end of the SEA process, the SEA acceptability decision was sent to Austria, but
during the project phase and EIA process, additional technical consultations
were needed to improve the monitoring and to make it equal on both sides of
the borders. There was a need to take into account the hydrological situation
and common researches done on underground water of Karavanke in a very



detailed manner. Specifically, there were some important concession
agreements in Austria.

Draft proposal for a monitoring programme was sent to Austria and following
the discussion in technical consultation between experts, monitoring was
improved in frequency, timing and regarding the chemical parameters. On such
agreement a reasoned EIA conclusion was drafted and sent to Austria. After
both sides agreed on the reasoned EIA conclusion, the final decision was
accepted.

The transboundary SEA/EIA in such case shows that good cooperation between
focal points is needed to manage the process and to find the solution.
Development of interdisciplinary teams on both sides of the borders helps to
address the critical points in detail and represent an important step in the
technical consultation phase. Agreement on each step was essential as well as
agreement on monitoring programme during the building phase in EIA.

The case shows that transboundary consultation could improve the quality and
helps in establishing good cooperation between the authorities and experts.

Keywords: Espoo Convention, Environmental Impact Assessment, Strategic
Environmental Assessment, Water, Monitoring



Macedonian’s experience on the application of the Espoo
Convention

Subject: Construction of section 3 of rail corridor VIII: Kriva
Palanka, Republic of Macedonia - border with the Republic of
Bulgaria

Daniela Rendevska!, Mileva Tagasovska

IMinistry of Environment and Physical Planning, Republic of Macedonia,
(D.Rendevska@moepp.gov.mk)

Abstract

The project, which is the subject of the presentation, concerns the construction
of the section 3 of the railway line Kumanovo, between the Republic of
Macedonia- and the border with the Republic of Bulgaria, which is part of
Corridor VIII. The route of this section will pass entirely through the territory
of the Municipality of Kriva Palanka, in the Republic of Macedonia i.e. it will
start from the end of the section 2 on the cadastral plot 65, near the village of
Dlabocica and will move up to the border with the Republic of Bulgaria, near
the border crossing "Deve Bair" on the cadastral plot 88.5. From that point,
through Tunnel No. 22, the railway line crosses the territory of the Republic of
Bulgaria, towards the village of Gjueshevo.

The Project is at the phase of preparation of the technical designs and of
the EIA Study.

Corridor VIII is one of the pan-European corridors and connects the shores of
the Adriatic and the Black Sea. It starts from the Italian port cities of Bari and
Brindizi, the port of Durres in Albania and from that point via Tirana, Skopje
and Sofia it continues to the final destinations, the ports of Burgas and Varna in
the Republic of Bulgaria.

In the Republic of Macedonia activities are undertaken for the construction and
the reconstruction of sections of this corridor where there is no railway line
and/ or where the existing railway line should be restructured and revitalized, as
follows: Western section-section between the Albania-Macedonia border to
Kicevo, and Eastern section-section between Kumanovo and the border with
the Republic of Bulgaria, where section 3 belongs to Kriva Palanka-Border
with the Republic of Bulgaria, to which the stated project refers.



Aside from section 3, the Eastern section of Corridor VIII includes section 1,
extending from Kumanovo to the village of Beljakovce in the length of 30,764
km, and the section 2 which extends from Beljakovceto the cadastral plot 65
near the village of Dlabocica (Municipality of KrivaPalanka), in the length of
339 km. The route 1 (Kumanovo-Beljakovce) is  under
reconstruction/construction, while route 2 (Beljakovce-KrivaPalanka) is in the
process of tendering for construction. Unlike these routes, the route of section 3
has not yet been drilled and the procedure of preparation of conceptual and
basic designs.

The implementation of the whole Corridor VIII project will provide
connectivity to the Mediterranean/Adriatic Transport Area with the Black Sea
Transport Area, and will support and facilitate the trade between Bulgaria,
Macedonia and Albania through the railway transport.

Category of the proposed project

In accordance with the Decree on determination of the projects and the criteria
on the basis of which the need to implement a procedure for assessing the
impact on the environment is defined (“Official Gazette of the Republic of
Macedonia” No. 74/05, 109/09, 164/12 and 202/16), the project falls under
Appendix I-Projects for which there is mandatory impact assessment under the
Espoo Convention, (item 7. Construction of: (a) railway transport over long
distances and airports with the main runway length from 2.100 m or
more).

Additionally, due to the border tunnel (no. 22) on the railway section, there was
a need of cross-border cooperation between the competent ministries of the two
countries, Republic of Macedonia and Republic of Bulgaria, under the Espoo
Convention.

The both Countries (Republic of Macedonia and Republic of Bulgaria are the
members of the Espoo Convention). As it is required by the above-mentioned
Convention (point 2 and 3 from Article 2). The Macedonian Ministry of
Transport and Communication (responsible body for implementation of the
Project), initiated the meeting with the main stakeholder by the neighbouring
(possibly concerned party) Republic of Bulgaria (Ministry of transport-MTITC,
Ministry of Environment and Waters- MoEW and Railway administration-
NRIC) to discuss about the Project which is of bilateral interest.

At the same time, when the Notification for implementation of the Project has
been submitted to the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning and
published on its web site, as it is required by the Espoo Convention has started
with the procedure for Notification to the neighbouring Country-Republic of
Bulgaria in compliance with art. 3 (point 1 and 2) of the Convention.



The Notification has been prepared by the Responsible authority for the Project
(Ministry of Transport and Communication) through the Ministry of
Environment and Physical Planning (as a National operational focal point of the
Espoo Convention) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and sent to Republic of
Bulgaria.



Romania’s experience in the application of the Espoo
Convention to nuclear energy-related activities: The planned
construction of nuclear reactors 3 and 4 at the Cernavoda
Nuclear Power Plant in Romania

Mihaela Macelaru
Ministry of Environment, Romania (mihaela.macelaru@mmediu.ro)
Abstract

Romania participated in this transboundary EIA procedure as a Party of Origin.
This project is listed in Appendix 1 point 2 of the Espoo Convention, as it
represents the extension of the existing activities of CNE Cernavoda U1 and U2
Units through construction of a new nuclear power units, Unit 3 and 4 on the
Cernavoda nuclear power plant (NPP) site.

A decision was taken to notify the neighboring Parties during the screening,
according to article 3 of the Espoo Convention. In that respect, the risk of
severe accidents and long range impact were some of the important criteria
taken into consideration.

Thus, in September 2006, Romania transmitted the notification regarding the
planned construction of Units 3 and 4 of the NPP to the following potentially
affected Parties: Ukraine, Republic of Moldova, Republic of Bulgaria and
Republic of Hungary, as well as Austria. The notification was accompanied by
a non-technical summary, and by ,,Guidelines for the scoping stage of the Unit
3 and 4 from Cernavoda NPP”, both documents being in English. The
notification included general information regarding the procedure for public
participation, according to the national legislation.

During October 2006 — August 2007, Bulgaria and Austria, informed Romania
that they wished to participate in the procedure, and after the submission of the
EIA documentation in August 2007, the Republic of Moldova, Bulgaria and
Hungary renounced to continue the EIA procedure. During this period, the
Ministry of Environment has received comments to the EIA documentation by
the institutions from Bulgaria and Austria, as well as from NGOs, comments
and questions to which the proponent has responded in a comprehensive way.

The most active NGOs were Greenpeace Austria (Mr. Jan Haverkamp),
Women Against Nuclear Power - movement, No More Nuclear Power-
movement, Women For Peace-movement who submitted comments, questions
and requested clarifications during the all transboundary procedure. Also, the



project of Units 3 and 4 has attracted the attention of a world-class specialists,
such as Prof R. Thompson.

The consultation with the affected Parties, under art. 3.8 of the Espoo
Convention, the public debates on the EIA Report with Bulgaria were held in
November 2007 at Silistra and Dobrich. The project proponent and its experts
provided extensive and well-documented answers to the questions and
comments of the attending public.

The consultations between the Romanian and Austrian environmental
authorities under art. 5 of the Espoo Convention, took place in March 2008, in
Bucharest. During these consultations, after visiting the project site, the
Austrian Party requested details on certain information contained in the EIA
Report. The topics under discussion related to the current state of the work on
Units 3 and 4, the reactor core, seismic risk, reactor containment and nuclear
safety assessment. The discussions were attended by representatives of the
Ministry of Environment, National Commission for Nuclear Activity Control
and “Nuclearelectrica” S.A. National Company as well as Austrian experts
from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Water
Management, the Federal Environment Agency and Austrian Institute for
Applied Ecology.

The final opinions of Austria and Bulgaria representing the proposed conditions
to be included in the environmental agreement were transmitted to Romania in
April and August 2008, respectively.

In March 2012, the proponent presented the ,,Adequate assessment of the
environmental impact of Units 3 and 4 of Cernavoda NPP-Impact on
biodiversity”. In this documentation, no significant adverse impact on the
biodiversity from the area of the project was identified in the transboundary
context.

In September-October 2012 we submitted to Bulgaria and Austria the answer
proposals to the issues raised by them in 2008. These proposals were fully
accepted by Bulgaria and Austria, and integrated in the final decision on the
project. The final Decision on the Cernavoda NPP — Units 3 and 4 project is
represented by the environmental agreement. According to the national
legislation provisions, the final decision is taken by the Ministry of
Environment, after consultation with representatives of other national
authorities which have connected responsibilities to the environment protection
area. On 14% October 2013 the environmental agreement was issued and was
promoted through a Governmental Decision no. 737/14.10.2003, the interested
public being able to consult.




In accordance with Article 6 of the Espoo Convention, the transboundary
procedure ends with transmission of the final Decision (environmental
agreement), to the two states. Thereby, Romania as a Party of Origin provided
to the Affected Party the final Decision on the proposed activity along with the
reason and consideration on which it was based.

Keywords: Espoo Convention, Bucharest Agreement, multilateral agreement,
South-Eastern Europe
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EKONERG - Energy and Environmental
Protection Institute

Koranska 5, Zagreb, 10000

Tel: +385 (0)1 6000 111;

Fax: +385 (0)1 6171-560

EKONERG ekonerg@ekonerg.hr

EKONERG is the leading Croatian consulting company in the fields of
energy, industry, environmental protection and climate activities, with a
long tradition of successful business on domestic and foreign markets.
Multidisciplinary teams of top experts prepare and participate in the
implementation of complex projects covering the entire life span of power
and utility systems, various industrial plants as well as environmental
protection systems. EKONERG is a unique partner in all phases of project
development or investment, offering clients a wide range of specialized
services. Services in the fields of environmental and nature protection,
climate activities and sustainable development are related to the preparation
of strategic and planning documents and studies, consultancy services and
preparation of environmental and nature protection documents required by
law, during the phase of site preparation and construction, use and
decommission of the plant.
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—J KARAC

Sukoisanska 43, HR-21000 Split Bikarac d.o.o

PHONE: +385 21 277 100 Waste Management Center

EMAIL : geoprojekt@geoprojekt.hr Sibenik Knin County

INTERNET: www.geoprojekt.hr Director: Robert Podrug, dipl.ing.
Address: Stjepana Radi¢a 100, 22000

Geoprojekt d.d., Split, is a company with a

broad spectrum of activities in the fields Sibenik

of civil engineering, road transportation Telephone: 022 338 363

projecting, geodesy, geoinformatics and Fax: 022 662 992

urban planning. Web: www.bikarac.hr

The company was founded in 1955 and e-mail: tajnica@bikarac.hr

during more then 60 years has built its

reputation as one of the leading Waste Management Center Bikarac is
companies in Croatia in our field. We keep a waste management center in
our acquired position, reputation and Sibenik-Knin County.

competitiveness in the demanding market

by constantly implementing new Waste Management Center Bikarac
activities, new technologies and by consists of two transfer stations
consistent education of our staff in its use. (Pirovac and Biskupija) and a Center

for mechanical biological treatment of
waste.


http://www.geoprojekt.hr/

OIKSN

WITH US DEVELOPMENT IS NATURAL

With over 1,000 completed contracts and almost 20
years of experience, Oikon Ltd. is a leading licensed and
accredited environmental consultancy/research institute
in Croatia and the region.

Oikon’s areas of expertise include nature and environ-
mental protection, industrial ecology, renewable energy,
management of natural resources, ecological modelling,
landscape analysis and design, geographic information
systems, remote sensing and ICT, feasibility studies, as
well as programs and projects management.

Oikon is quality certified and has received multiple
awards over the years, including the AAA certificate. The
company has extensive working experience in Croatia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Great
Britain, Turkey and Cyprus.

If you would like to work with us or if you just want to
learn more about us, please feel free to contact us or visit
our web site. We look forward to cooperation and new
challenges.

OIKON Ltd.—Institute of Applied Ecology
Trg senjskih uskoka 1-2

10 020 Zagreb, Croatia
T:+385 15507 100
W: www.oikon.hr

E: oikon@oikon.hr
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ZaVita is a reliable partner ForYou in environmental and nature
protection management, as well as in development planning of rural and
protected areas. We do not prepare the documentation, but rather
create visible results fogether with our clients. We are not praising
ourselves; our customers are praising our services. We are a socially
responsible company with a vision to remain recognizable by innovative
and custom-tailored solutions.

ZaVita

ZaVita je pouzdani partner ZaVas u upravljanju okoliSem i prirodom te u
razvojnom planiranju u ruralnim i zastiéenim podruéjima. Ne pripremamo
dokumentaciju, nego zajedno s naruditeljima kreiramo vidljive rezultate.
Ne hvalimo se, hvale nas korisnici nasih usluga. Drustveno smo odgovorno

poduzedée s vizijom ostati prepoznatljivi po inovativnim i korisnicima
prilagodenim rijesSenjima.

ZaVita d.o.o., Tominskova 40, Ljubljana, SLOVENIJA, T/+386 41 711 794,
info@zavita.si, www.zavita.si

Decanska 5 Tel: +381(11)3226-451 o1 dlany
11000 Belgrade www.dvoper.rs |§ Sz)‘
Republika Srbija info@dvoper.rs 1SO 14001

DVOPER LTD, a company from Belgrade, is a recognizable
professional factor in the field of environmental protection
consulting and engineering.

Comprised of experienced professional and expert team, the Fidon d.o.o.
company has proved itself as a strong and reliable partner of . . .. . .
great domestic and foreign companies and organizations, and Za prOJektIra nJe | SaVJ etova nJe

also as a secure and determined leader of entrusted projects.
Fidon Ltd.

for design & consulting

DVOPER LTD offers its clients a wide range of services:

Environmental consulting,

Project Management,

Technical Assistance,

Preparation of Planning and Technical Documentation

(EIA, SEA, Waste management plans, Documentation for 10000 Zagreb

acquiring integrated permit (IPPC), Documentation for

SEVESO facilities, Environmental management plans for H

construction works contractors (EMP) etc.), U I ICa grada VU kOVa ra 27 1/V
* Providing services to the laboratories in establishing and

maintaining SRPC ISO/IEC 17025 systems tel +385 1 707 9056
e Reports on environmental condition assessment and .

health and safety (Environmental, Health and Safety Due WWWﬂdon . h r

Diligence),

« Chemical Advisor Services etc. fl d on (@ fl d on h r



http://www.fidon.hr/
mailto:fidon@fidon.hr

MUVO - One vehicle for all seasons

Mowing and cleaning the urban infrastructure in the spring, watering and nurturing plants in the summer,
snow cleaning and road spreading in the winter, waste collecting and changing public lighting throughout

the year - MUVO can do it all.

W www.rasco.hr M rasco@rasco.hr T +385 (48) 883 112 F +385 (48) 280 146
A Kolodvorska 120b, HR-48361 Kalinovac, Croatia / Hrvatska

www.kova.hr

a preradu metala
i plastike, izvoz i uvoz d.o.o.

SORTIRNICE OTPADA

« Uklanjanje neprikladnih komponenti iz ulaznog neobradenog otpada
« Povecavanje kolicine obnovljivih sekundamih sirovina izdvojenih iz otpada (izdvajanje materijala kao $to su staklo, metali, plastika, papir)

Duzina transportera: 3200 mm

Sirina transportera: 1000/1400 Sirina transportera: 1000/2460 mm Sirina transportera: 1000 (1400) mm

Visina transportera: 980/1800 mm Visina transportera: 1070 mm Visina transportera: 440/1500 mm

Snaga motora: 380 V / 2,2 kW g / Snaga motora: 380 V / 2,2 kW

Brzina doziranja: 15 m/min i i i Brzina doziranja: 15 m/min

Nagib: 35° Namjena: Prijenos — transport sortiranog otpada Namjena: Prijenos - transport sortiranog otpada
Namijena: Prijenos - transport sortiranog otpada

10410 Mraclin, Velika Gorica, Braée Radiéa 122 b, T: 01/6268 254, 01/6268 253 | F.: 01/6268 255 | E.: kova@kova.hr

transportera: 3000 DuZina transportera: 5400 mm




zeleni servis doo.

Studije utjecaja na okolis « EkoloSka mreza « Elaborati zastite okolida

ZELENI SERVIS d.o.0.

Split, Velebitska 27, Tel. 021 532 085; 325 196
Zagreb, Ive Robica 2, Tel. 01 61416 17
www.zeleniservis.hr

Strategic Environmental Assesment
Ecological network

Environmental Impact Assesment Study
Underwater Biological Research
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Ol MAXICON

Maximum Consulting

ZASTITA OKOLISA
| PRIRODE = .
...environment protection,

waste management and
waste water treatment

consulting services...
EU FONDOVI

Maxicon d.o.o.
Kruzna 22, Zagreb
_+385(0)17799533 .
. www.maxicon. hr, info@maxicon.hr
et e s

013769120 ekoinvest@ekoinvest.hr
013769362 www.ekoinvest.hr



ODRZIVO GOSPODARENJE

|taPRO JEKT 5 OTPADOM | SANACIJA OKOLISA

projektiranje i savjetovanje u zastiti okolisa N % i SUSTAINABLE WASTE
environmental engineering and consulting Z 3 3 MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

PROJEKTI KRAJOBRAZNE
ARHITEKTURE

LANDCAPE ARCHITECTURE

DESIGN
PRILAGODBA KLIMATSKIM

PROMJENAMA

CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION

STRUCNI POSLOVI ZASTITE
OKOLISA

ENVIRONMENTAL AND
NATURA2000 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

VITA PROJEKT d.0.0 >
greb, Ilica 191C Tel:+ 385 (0)1 3774 240 \( f
email:info@vitaprojekt.hr www.vitaprojekt.hr |taPROJEKT

HRVATSKA

GOSPODARSKA
KO

of the Croatian Chamber ¥ KOMORA

of Economy

IClency,
ﬂ”’?".m- W@ '@ﬂnmam chy
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trg 2, Zagreb; Free Info Phone: 0800 1852; E-mail: ool



INFRASTRUKTURA

Fallerovo Setaliste 22|10000
Zagreb

Zelena infrastruktura d.o.o0. for

environmental protection and spatial
planning provides consulting services

in:

e environmental and nature
protection,

e sustainable spatial planning,

e landscape architecture,

e ecosystem services and green
infrastructure,

e natural resources management.

BUREAU
VERITAS

Leading company in Management
System Certification and Training

Certifikacija i edukacija

ISO 9001 - ISO 14001 - OHSAS 18001
ISO 50001 — SA 8000 - ISO 26000
ISO 27001 - ISO 20000-1 — ISO 22301
ISO 22000 - HACCP - IFS - BRC

ISO 17100 - MSC - ISO 20252

IRCA Internal and Lead Auditor training
ISO 9001 &14001:2015 Transition courses

e-mail:office.croatia@hr.bureauveritas.com
tel: 01-652 93 98
www.bureauveritas.hr

LNG Croatia LLC is the company
responsible for the development of
LNG import terminal Project on the
Island of Krk. The proposed Project
will include the building and operating
of the infrastructure necessary for
receiving, storing, reloading and
regasification of liquefied natural gas.
The Project has the purpose to secure
energy needs and increase security of
gas supply through the provision of
new gas supply route for the Central
and Southeastern European countries.

Lng Q

CROATIA

Co-financed by the European Union
Connecting Europe Facility

(MKOMOP

Lider u gradevinskoj i komunalnoj
logistici
Leader in construction and communal
logistics

KOMOP d.o.o.

Generalni zastupnik za Faun, Liebherr,
Goldhofer, Putzmeister i Sotkon u
Republici Hrvatskoj

Authorized representative of Faun,
Liebherr, Goldhofer, Putzmeister and
Sotkon in Croatia

Kovinska 21

HR-10090 Zagreb-Susedgrad
Phone: +385 (1) 4825 990
Fax: +385 (1) 4825 997
E-mail: info@komop.hr
Web: www.komop.hr


http://www.lng.hr/upload_data/editor/files/Co-financed_by_the_European_Union - Connecting_Europe_Facility.pdf

CONFERENCE ON
ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

HUSZI[PO

huszpo.hr

huszpo-konferencija.com


http://www.huszpo.hr/

